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YXMY 0K ~ Shmuel said:
woman is considered “nakedness,”!*!
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xw1 mwp — “But she is a minor!” responded Rav Nachman.
Sxmy pR wimoa — “Nevertheless,” said Rav Yehudah,
“Shmuel explicitly said: 593 nwx3 owaenwn px — ‘It is
forbidden to make any use of a woman whatsoever, n%ima712
730p 12 — whether she is an adult or aminor.””  "n Yy 1Y)
xn9Y xnbw — Rav Nachman said to him: “Would master like to
send a greeting to Yalta, my wife?’ b =nx - [Rav
Yehudah] replied to him: Sxmy =mx 2 — “Thus said

Shmuel: mny nwxa Sp — ‘The voice of a woman 18
considered pro;ibcative.’ Therefore, I may not greet her, for she
will respond and I will hear her voice.”#

mbw by "wsx — Rav Nachman said: “But it is possible to
send your greeting through a messenger, and then you will not
hear her voice.”®  mb "y — [Rav Yehudah] replied to him:
Sxmy nx 1y — “Thus said Shmuel:

myx oibws PYXW P8 — ‘One is not allowed to extend
greetings to a woman.’ " Rav Nachman said: moya by —
“But you could send a greeting through her husband’;ie. Ican
relay your greetings to her. Surely this would not be improper!
mY 7mx — [Rav Yehudah] replied to him:  7xmy oy a7 —
“Thus said Shmuel: 593 myx nivwa PoxIW Py — ‘One is not
allowed to extend greetings to a woman at all’”’; ie. even
through her husband.

snra b npYy — At this point, [Rav Nachman’s] wife, who
had overheard the preceding discussion, sent a message to [Rav
Nachman]: mm3RmYy My — “Resolve his dispute and let him
be on his way, Y%7 Y "¥WD YN K57 — so that he should
not make you appear like.a common ignoramus.”t

MY Yxa 59 — The voice of a

BRIV - as it is stated:
.+ — for your voice is sweet and your
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MACING of A Goool (/N‘Tﬂ/o’)
There may be some stories in this book that are known 10 some
readers — and family members of the principals — of which this
author may have a different understanding than they. For example,
1 was told by my sen R’ Yosephé that R" Shiomo Fisher told him
how R’ Yitzhaq Kulitz, Rav of Jerusalem, was incensed with the
reaction of a “certain rosh veshiva™ to a story he was told about
how R’ Isser-Zalman Meltzer was going up the steps to his house
and overheard the cleaning lady singing to herself while washing
the floor. R’ Isser-Zalman went back down to the street and pace
the ground for a long while undl she had finished her work, an
then he returned home. The roshA veshiva understood R’ Isser-
Zalman's action as indicative of how careful he was in avoiding
the sound of a singing woman (nwxa %p) for the time it would
have taken him to walk from mid-staircase until entering his home

. FL fr?

— when the woman would certainly have stopped singing. "In actu-

ality.” said R’ Kulitz, "R Isser-Zalman was concerned that when
he would walk into the house, the woman, who enjoyed singing

while on the job, would be inconvenienced by having to stop

' A ~ PO T P
sincing for the rest of her working time.” Also cf. the definitive
biography of R’ isser-Zalman Meltzer, avmy j» 7772l where that

zaddig’s grandso,n records the story as it occurred —~ and that his
grandfather himself explained his action without any reference to
awwa 7p; it even has R’ Isser-Zalman pacing on zhe porch iust out-
i here he could likely still hear the
singing (if he would choose io listen)”! R’ ‘x’uzhaq Kulitz was

i Rubbt Juseph E. Soloveirchik, by Aaron

use ’\0« York. 1999y, Vol 1, pp. 178-179,
3

sk, reiated by R Levi-Yiizhaq
r would not have the power of concentration
nesded to stand by while 2 woman is singing and yet not listen. This author came
:-ch instance in an ipterview R’ Yaakov-Yitzchok Ruderman gave
1w some Torah educators, graduates of Yeshivath Rabbenu Yisrael Meir Hakohen.
He noted the special swess Slabodka Yeshiva put on interpersonal relations and told
the following siory — it was apparent in his tone that he was unsure whether to tell
story to his interviewers. but he did: In the early 5690s (1930s), he was invited
to spend a Shabbath at the home of the Rav of Elizabeth, New Jersey, R’ El'azar-
Meir Preil. Before the arrival of the Sabbath, the rav ok him aside for a

nfidential exchange of words. He told his guest that he had severai daughters

1g at the Sa ba(.h table who enjoyed Shubbos by singing the zemireth along with
{At this point in the natrative, R* Ruderman interjected that there were no Bais
Yazkov schools in America at the tme — indicating that Bais Yaakov graduates
would know better than to do this.) The rav told him that R* Baruch-Ber Leibowiiz
had been a guest at his home in 3689 (1929}, and when the girls began singing, he
stoed up and ran out of the room — unintentionally perturbing the Shabbath for the
giris and humiliating their father. The host then asked whether R’ Ruderman would
do the same. The guest rephed that with his Slabodka background. he would not
destrov the family's Sabbath spirit or embarrass his host; he would remain sitting

not listen to the giris — despile the seeming normative halakhic imperative t©
ieave the room. “My frumieir does not have to hurt others.” he concluded. Also see

f or heginning on p. ¥l and of ooz on opo 1720 and oo w0 on p. 630, below.
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